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After immigrating to Wisconsin from Austria, businessman

and visionary John Michael Kohler acquired a foundry in rural
Wisconsin in 1873. The foundry produced a variety of cast-iron
and steel products, but it was one particular product that would
define the direction of the company: in 1883, Kohler heated one
of his products to 1,700°F and sprinkled it with enamel powder.
Placing a picture of it in the center of his one-page catalog, he
called it “a horse trough/hog scalder” but noted that “when
furnished with four legs will serve as a bathtub.”

Today, Kohler has grown from a world-renowned plumbing
company into a multifaceted global family of brands focused on
the concept of gracious living. Kohler is a global leader in the
manufacture of kitchen and bath products, engines and power
systems, premier furniture under the brands of Baker and
McGuire, and cabinetry and tile. The company also owns and
operates hospitality and golf resort destinations.

With 48 manufacturing locations worldwide, Kohler Co. is one
of the U.S.’s oldest and largest privately held companies,
comprising more than 30,000 associates.
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Headquartered in Racine, SC Johnson has been making trusted
household brands for more than a century, with a mission

of creating a cleaner, healthier, better home for families
everywhere.

Founded in 1886 as a parquet flooring company, SC Johnson
today is one of the world’s leading makers of household
products like Pledge®, OFF®, Windex®, Ziploc® and Glade®.
Product lines include cleaning, home fragrance, pest control,
food storage, shoe care and auto care.

Employing approximately 13,000 people worldwide and
generating $10 billion in annual sales, SC Johnson has
operations in more than 70 countries and sells products in
virtually every country around the world. The company’s
trusted products can be found in homes around the globe.
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The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
(WEDC]) leads economic development efforts for the
state by advancing and maximizing opportunities in

Wisconsin for businesses, communities and people

assistance to companies, partners and communities
in Wisconsin. WEDC achieves its mission through
initiatives driven by five strategic pillars: business
development; community and economic opportunity;
strategic economic competitiveness; state brand

management and promotion; and operational and

and local partners, WEDC develops and delivers
solutions representative of a highly responsive and

coordinated economic development network.

Visit InWisconsin.com to learn more.
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WISCONSIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
201 W. Washington Avenue ¢ Madison, WI 53703 ¢ 855-INWIBIZ

to thrive in a globally competitive environment. WEDC

provides resources, operational support and financial

fiscal excellence. Working with more than 600 regional
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